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COVID-19 rattles market, cancels 
events, changing life as we know it 
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Harry Scull Jr./News file photo 


The ice rink at KeyBank Center may be empty for a while after the National Hockey League announced Thursday that it was suspending play. 


Wall Street suffers 
biggest drop since 1987 


Italy offers world 
a grim glimpse 
of what awaits 


By Jason HOROWITZ 


NEW YORK TIMES 


OME - The mayor of one town 
R complained that doctors were forced to 

decide not to treat the very old, leaving 
them to die. In another town, patients with 
novel coronavirus-caused pneumonia were 
being sent home. Elsewhere, a nurse collapsed 
with her mask on, her photograph becoming 
an icon of overwhelmed medical staff. 

In less than three weeks, COVID-19 has 
overloaded the health care system all over 
northern Italy. It has turned the hard-hit 
Lombardy region into a grim glimpse of what 
awaits countries if they cannot slow the spread 


See Italy on Page A7 


NHL pauses season 

over coronavirus fears 

From professional sports 

to March Madness, most By EMILY COCHRANE, 

events are nixed. Page B1 JEANNA SMIALEK AND 
Jim TANKERSLEY 


e Trouble ahead: A doctor 
says the U.S. health system 
may break down if there is a 
sudden surge in coronavirus 
cases. Page A3 


¢ County takes proactive 
steps: Local leaders believe 
the virus has already infected 
people here. They just haven’t 
found them yet. Page A4 


¢ Tourism takes a hit: 
Niagara Falls is faring better 
than some destinations, but 
still affected. Page A5 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Financial 
markets plunged Thursday in 
the biggest one-day drop since 
the Black Monday stock mar- 
ket crash of 1987, and Congress 
neared a deal with the White 
House on a sweeping econom- 
ic rescue package to respond to 
the colossal effect of the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

After a day of intense ne- 
gotiations between Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi of California and 
the Treasury secretary, Steven 
Mnuchin, Pelosi told reporters 
that “weve resolved most of 


our differences” and the House 
would vote today on the mea- 
sure “one way or another.” It 
would then go to the Senate. 
The legislation, according to 
a letter Pelosi sent to her mem- 
bers, will include enhanced 
unemployment benefits, free 
virus testing, aid for food as- 
sistance programs and federal 
funds for Medicaid. The pack- 
age also ensures 14 days of paid 
sick leave, as well as tax credits 
to help small- and medium-size 
businesses fulfill that mandate. 
Language was still being draft- 
ed for provisions related to fam- 
ily and medical leave, according 
to a Democratic aide, as staff 


See Economy on Page A7 
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Governor says 
science dictates’ 
drastic measures 


By Maki BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


There will be no St. Patrick’s 
Day parades. (Page A4) 

The Buffalo Sabres will not be 
on the ice. (Page B1) 

“Hello, Dolly!” went dark at 
Shea’s and the Buffalo Home 
Show at the Buffalo Niagara Con- 
vention Center was sent packing. 
All events with over 500 people 
are banned, and any venue that 
can hold up to 500 people must 
reduce its capacity by half. You 
cannot visit your grandma at the 
nursing home - or an inmate at 
Erie and Niagara county jails. 

Thinking about going out to 
a restaurant or working out at a 
gym? “Stay at home,” urged Erie 
County Health Commissioner 
Dr. Gale Burstein. (Page A4) 

There has yet to be a single 
confirmed case of COVID-19 in 
Erie County, but officials say it’s 
just a matter of time before a test 
comes back positive. 

Drastic measures were an- 
nounced Thursday to try to keep 
the virus from spreading. 

“Science dictates these deci- 
sions,” Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
said as he announced the num- 
ber of people who have tested 
positive in the state rose by 112 
within 24 hours to a total of 328. 

It seemed to some like a day 
when everything got canceled. 
(The hashtag #CancelEvery- 
thing was trending on Twitter.) 

Both of Buffalo’s St. Patrick’s 
Day parades were canceled 
Thursday: Saturday in the Old 
First Ward and Sunday’s parade 
up Delaware Avenue. (Page A4) 

In the meantime, one sport- 
ing event after the next was 
nixed — from the National Hock- 
ey League announcing it would 
“pause” its 2019-2020 season 
and Major League Baseball can- 
celing spring training and de- 
laying opening day to the NCAA 
canceling both the men’s and 
women’s basketball tourna- 
ments. (Page B1) 

A day after Cuomo ordered 
all 64 schools within the SUNY 
and CUNY systems to get stu- 
dents off campus and shift to 
online instruction for the re- 
mainder of the semester, private 
colleges like Canisius, Daemen 
and Villa Maria announced their 
own plans for distance learning. 
(Page A4) 

So what are people to do? 

“Don’t panic,” Erie Coun- 
ty Executive Mark Poloncarz 
said. “Understand, we will get 
through this.” 


Jemal pursues another major tenant for Seneca One with 300 new jobs 


By JONATHAN D. EPSTEIN 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


Developer Douglas Jemal is work- 
ing to land a California-based tech- 
nology company for his Seneca One 
tower in downtown Buffalo, poten- 
tially taking up the top dozen floors 
of the city’s tallest building with more 
than 300 new jobs. 

Jemal, whose Douglas Development 


Corp. owns the 38-story building, con- 
firmed that he is negotiating with a 
California-based technology company 
to occupy about 200,000 square feet of 
space in the landmark tower. 

No lease has been signed yet, he 
said, as discussions are still “in the 
preliminary stages,” but “it’s looking 
very positive.” 

“Tt passed muster with their senior 
board members to pursue,” Jemal said. 


ae 


Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


Jemal would not identify the com- 
pany, but said it’s a “well-established” 
technology-oriented company, with 
more than 1,000 employees overall and 
offices in Boston and New York City. 

“They're looking at possibly ex- 
panding into Buffalo,” he said. “This 
is new. This is out of state.” 

If Jemal is successful, he said the 
new company would occupy the 26th 
through 38th floors of the 1.2-million- 


square-foot complex. It would be- 
come the second-biggest tenant after 
M&T Bank Corp., which is preparing 
to move into 330,000 square feet of 
space on the two enormous base lev- 
els below the plaza, plus 11 floors of 
the tower. 43North, the state-funded 
business plan competition, has al- 
ready taken up residency on one floor, 


See Seneca One on Page A3 
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Fresh 
Green Cabbage 


Large Size Heads 


WEATHER 


.. B7 
ies sa ose Morning rain, then sun. High 
50, low 32. Details on Page C12 


Red or White 


Potatoes 
5 lb. bag U.S. #1 Potatoes, High in 
Potassium & Vitamins C and B6 


MIX OR MATCH 


Valid thru 3/17/2020 with your Tops BonusPlus 
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$2.00 


To subscribe, 
call (716) 842-1111 
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Yellow Cooking Onions 


or Whole Carrots 
Great for Cooking, 2 lb. bag 
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